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Pworlced hard at ACQUITING Wy unilom, (o he 4 part of “The !;i‘e.w, The Proud, The
Marines.” Having Lo (‘Wc:ré@!ﬂg poverty, surviving the pitfallg Oflli‘bél}!'! streets and ihe
emotional duress of my vrandather, the only father Thave known passed a away whiie |
was 1 boot camp. Through icall, [wag proud ol my history and the sacrifices made by
others before me so 1 could be o United States Marine

Adter graduating Marine Combat training, Y Gunnery Serpeant from my
recruibnent oltice nvited me back 1o Lown, 1o represent and show the new recruits what
wus possible wit.h hard work and dedication, Viy pride sent me hack to Gypsy Parkoin
stanton, VAL the place where al? my dreams started o manifest into reality. | hoped tha
moconting back, someonc woyld recoyinze me from my recryit days so thal 1 could show
oftmy translorms waon Lo the wian | had become in this unifor M.

As Twas walking m Gypsy Park, where we do g! owr training, showing off was
really what we did, In addition, this time, 1 was wearh oy miudnight dress blues, There
1s i pend on my letl, and as 1 tum (o [ee i, 1 started reminisel (118 01 ]mw 1 all started Tor
me. When Fwas a reeruit and first mntroduced o this pond, § so \-\famit‘-%i]: 10 wear this
untform then, This in DAL, ES the reason why, as we ran through our 1'.(')u[i1'm, [puiialite

Navder and push a little more. Not Lyustto stand out as beauliful wor nan Jog by watching
bs Marmes at worl, but I pushed (o prove o myseil that [ deserved torbe 4 Marine

Lherefore, so 1 couid be able to wall nio a room ol men, and get that look ol respect
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without saying o word, There is a corlain level of respect that comes \fwith being a military
[ERETEN

ny duzed state, Ddrifted off and sunui lankly at those around me. A young,
white miale took offense to me lookn g i his direetion and indicated s s0 with, “lHey
nigger, what the fuck you looking at?7” With Nty serenily simltea’ed.emii caught ofl guard,
itook me wminnte W focus, to realize that | was the target of the dis respect, This was

not the reunton | had imagined. 1, a Lance Corporal In the United staies Marine Comps,

ralne mid-to-hand combat, ay expert pisiol and rifleman, who cain pul sixteen
rounds 10 a lour ineh grouping and wus Gamed for warln e, was not, upon analyzing my
skills, taught ow (o deal with racism. | was preparcd to make the enemy die for his
eats, belicls, and country, and 1o give my e i necessy wy. The reality of not knowing
how Lo deal with e verbal abuse and the faet that this is siill 1 reality i@!'ﬁ me morally
scarred. T thought e sacrilices made by athers 1 this uniform before me would be g
bulfer against this hatred. Fow 1€ 4 that o man wm me for hig mmm.y 15 nof exempt for
racial brgotry?

Fhe evenl lefl me with numerous questions, and in the process ol searching (or
the answers, L hecame aware of the harsh reality that

s America. 1o spite of rich history

and great uncestry, Americn has used with no regurd, the very people who neiped (o buiid

s nation and defend i1, In Taps foya lim Crow Army: Lelters from Black Soldiers i

World War 2.5 ?LO}/;H Negro Soldier” siates, *1 couldn’s understand how while people

k3]

could be so down on one who wears the uniform of e fiehting forces of their country

WAS)
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Considering what this soldier and ¢ untiess others tke hiny have endured made

e reftect on famed criminologist Smile Durkeim and his statement, %oumy needs an

OUCHSE 50 01e group can fec) superior to the other” ('I‘)m‘id‘lcin‘n [935). 1s this why so

many whilte peopte in the milit uy and society abuse their POWCE anc hmlhmny so hey

can-feel superior? Does the need (o be superior by white people negale the contributions

by muade Aftican and Native Americans? Docs one contribition ha Ve more s vatue (han

ii

the other iU both represent the same cayge”?

ln researching America’s past, T saw Lhal it way writlen in blood and with hate, In

WW2Alrican and Native Americans [ vght segregated and at Uimes: m!o by-side with

white soldiers. They (bught valian by and purposely for thelr coun vy, These soldiers

during and alter WW2 were treated with less dignity and respect ther the Germans they

caplured. The prisoners of war were siven betier food. Loclothing, as cl living spaces e

the men they fought against and killed, On | top ol that, these men wege glven more

vespecel, the PLOVW s who were kil

cared more about body counts. To the Giermans, the enemy was not the color of a

person’s skin, but rather the color of their uniform.

American soldiers, whi te, black,

brown, and vellow all wore the same wntorm and therefore died the same ¢

cath (Laps for
a i Crow Army).
[ WWITL America and its Allies bad a terrible bme sending coded messages o

their toops on the front Hines because of the Crevian who kept of ntereepting the

messages. Mo William C. Meadows, o Native American studies proféssor at Mississippi

State University, canvineed Washinuton 1o as Native A

fcans o leld unite so they

)
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coula cox ia, nessages i he Nalive language and signs. Since the (;cu s had no

priovinteraetions with the Natjive Americans, the only way to crack the code was 1o el

)

their hands on o Native Amcrican. Sinee ol] understood this, escorts were asstgnod to he

Native Americans as excealioners to prevent the Gerpians from oai "‘lﬂii access (WW

Natlve American Code Talkers

On October 26, 1918, the Choctaw Tribe of the Nation of Oldtahoma wis o be the

vepresentative for all Native Americans and be code talkers i the process (o help win
the wars The men did n tjust code wlk; they picked P Buns, toughi unsellishly, and st
tes willingly sacrificed their Lves in hopes 1o be seen us equals. With the hope of
brmging dignity and respect back (o their fellow Nations. Unlortunately, during Ww |,
many Native Americans fost their lives: hono ably (hmay have | wcn, m;! i vain The
surviving soldiers at the end of the war were returned heme, only (o ﬂ:hd nothing had
chinged in the hooded eyes of reism. The sacrifices they made on chemy lines meant
nothing on the ]1(;?\ e lront They were carted and shi ipped right back to their seeluded

Reserviations. given the sume moss: e Lo slay n their des stunated rones (WWw]:

Native American Code T

Brothe

[ Avms: The Epic \lm\f ofthe 7017 tank Battalior

WW2's Forgotien

e captures the baltles fought by the 761% Tank Battalion. in 1942, during Ww2,

he 7017 Tank Battalion was one of the most decorated Negro battalions at their tme.

These men helped change the course of istory. This unit and its men were 4 Lthe Battie

of the Bulpe, a major QU POINT i Uie woar Cadeciding Tactor in thebattle, Throuehout
& oo fa el

WWD hese men fought numerous of battles w defend America and 14 Adlies, and 1o
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come home and be treated ag equals.

Aller retwrning from the war and on American soul, still in his uniform, Sergeant

Isaae Woodward e o member of the Gmed 7617 Tanlk Bartalion, was on hig way Home

o North Crroling after being Honorably discharged Tor his duties.. Afier arest stop i

Batesburg, South Carolina, a sheriiT with olackjack viciously assaulted hin and had o

nightstick thrust mto his eyes. Not only was he deniod medicn! treatment, be was found

Hiy of nublic drunkenn 1ess, though lie did nol drink. The shern it would be ucquiited of

all charges Tater brought o wainst i for the attuek agmmt Smgca‘u’&l Woodward. Sergeant

Woodward Jrowas el blind and disabled Fom (he dllack. The judgeiwhio resided over

this case disagreed with sergeant Woodward™s reatment and wou 1d Jater use il as a

stepping stune  shoot down sehool segrepation in south Carolina in the case now fnown

as Brown v, Bourd of Bduearion (Brothers in Arms, p. 2510,

What ¢

Hvidua? one has o b, to beat 2 man hail (o dme for no other

reason then the color of his skin, There should be o racism, et alone (o 2 mun i hig

nulitary uniforny. 13id Sereennl Waoodward not deserve same form of thank vou for (he
k. 5 J

services he rendered”? Flow can the superionity complex override the saerifices Sergeant

Woodward made i battle for his country? This sherill was at home in 4 warm bod while

this van and countless athers | ke him fou wht so this same sheriil can be lree and have

the freedor o do what he feels. Moreover. he repays the man by doing o him what

k,.

cnemy contd not. How must one feel 1o win a war and then come ha} ne o jose a battle?

that swhat the 761" Tank Batialion ought for? Stall Ser reeant Wall st-s'l‘cs_, “Ihave o ot

(o dive Tor but I wonder if hving under certain conditions is reatty Hiving or exisling”



(Laps fora im Cr Ty, . 90),

Edid not fully understand the statement by "A Loval Negro Soldier” unfil | started

toread America’s vielenthistory wd 1o disregard ol its colored | wlm 1y
and hatred would not allow the brave, sellless et these men cmm‘]'lillc.‘d m the na
their country o be recopnized until F978, when Caplain William of ‘hL 761 Tank
Battahon would receive a Presidential Unit Cltation. However, the full expious ol this
batthion would not enter in the hisi ory books until 1993, when the Military [listory
Commitiee ereated by the pent agonrescarched and vahdated the claims presented

(Brothers in Arms, p. -

Presently, the mititary as 2 whole has yetto conlonm and end facism. A report

subhshed by Departient of Delense. states thal simee 19971 (here lag only been o gliohi
] ) I ) g

merease, 0.0% of minorities in (he vuditary. 74.6% of Lhe miditary s white: minoritics

Linelarmy

0 omen. Racism

me of

:
[§]

miake up the other 25.49%, Who would want (o Nght and defend a count 'y with conflicling

mteres(? America imposes its will on other cow niries because of how th ey treat their
cilizens, vet America is i lasl place when 1l come to cquality. Countless contributions

have been awarded with hate, spit. cold-water hoses and dog bites, Alrican and Native

o

Americans stll fight for this L.'O{EH[E‘}’ regardiess of nol having equel Fight or opportunitics

for improvement or promotion.

In The L

st Patrol (200353, Seeond Licutenant | Capers Jr., wenl 1o lead an elile

commando tean in the Vietnam War, e and-his tean saved count u,%\, ]lvu, and villages

i the war, AR cxemplary record of danperous missions (hal U Himat d\f carned lm

the reputation as (he so-called spintual founder of Marine Corps special operations,”™
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says Major general Paul B Lefebuvre
Capers was, by all accounts, and exiha oa(lamuy Marine. s tactical innovations
camed him a place in the US. Special Operations Command’s Comir aiqdo Hail of
Honor, %o thovoughly did he represent the ideals and nwlmﬂogy of the Corps that
Wis picture graced o near-u] NH\MO\IH and lighly success(ul rectu lmﬂ pos{u
tocused on albvacting minority.olficers in 1he early “70s: ASKLA MARINE . it said
under an image of O apers imdress unilorm, the omate M !md ke sword, uilgue
to Marine offices, at his side, Lhe Last Patol, p.1 Q___Q

second Licutenant Capers wag he only Afiiean American (o lead an all white 20-
man team 10 the Victam War, His tcam of elite conmandos sarpassed all others, The
surviving members of his (eam hag [oueht valiantly to get O apers’ exploits recognived by
getting himy nominated for the highestmiltiary honor: The Medal of Honor 1o achieve
this honer, one must show “personal bravery or seli-sacrifice so consg.)'ii.:uous 48 to clewrly
dhistinguish the fndividual above Bis or her comrudes.” (.fﬁ'.upcm talents have surpassad this
defhmtion on numerous occasions. 2007, his recommendation wen| f’t'_)s'm with
tnprecedenied accounts of his actions. The United States Murine Corps Awards Branch,
overseen by Retired Colonel Lee Freund, upon shoolting down hig ECL"\.)[ vendation,
responded with “Our standards are where | hev need o be. We don't cheapen awards”
{(The Last Patrol,

Insticutional racisim has been one of (he founding principles of:America. Is it not

time for us as Americans, the glulu Lsociely, 1o do away with this ouidaied norm? FHow

did we come 1o allow racism (o b MSCen

i
L

e unidoms ol our military? Our preal nation

wis butllupon the words of President Lincol, when he said, “Freedom, Justice, and
Equality for all.” The past does not have 0 be our future. We téach our children the

words spoken by those belore us and el slories of their suceess so they may know where

we comne om and how we gol (o the present condilion. fs it time (or us, America, 10
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write our Bistory now.
Men, you are the fivst Newro tankers (o cver fleht b the American Army. | would
never have asked for vou if you weren’ gvod. I don’tcare what color you
are.Bveryone has (helr eyes on vou and is expecting great things from you,
Mast ol all, your race is looking forward 1o your success. Dot et them down,
and, dammn vou don’t let me dawn!
- (eneral Georee S Patton, November 2, 1udd
Near Naney, France

Well America, you have allowed recism 1o franscend our ratlitary wiilomms and

disgrace those who fought and ¢

puich

clended you, These men and countless others ke them

have never failed vou, So now, with our eves o you America, do not let us down.
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